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T IS not the Argument, Senfe, or Smart* 

nefe, that are contained in your truly 

familiar Epiftles, any Shew of Reafon, 

or Capacity for writing, that might challenge 

the Notice of a reafonable Perfon, which have 

induced me to anfwer your importunate De- 

mands, but pure Charity to you and your 

Affociates\ that (if poffible) I may (hew you 

how much you are miftaken, when you flatter 

yourfelves that an Handful of Men, who know 

not rightly what Spirit they are of, (hall be 

^ able to communicate their Madnefs to the 

^ People, and infedt them with Sentiments de- 

(h ftruftiye to the Public* 
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It is a certain Confequence of inteffine Di- 
vifions, that the leaft confiderable, who arc 
engaged in them, fhould be always the moft 
l^etending, die loudefl: in Clamour, and BtrceSt 
in Demands; and when tliey have lent but 
little Help to fupport the Cau/?y are ever the 
moft: forward to lay claim ta the Succefs, and 
rate their Pretenfions above the Standard of 
ihofe^ who, by their Weight and Abilities, 

hav^ happily brpught it to the wifhed for 
IfTue. The Caufe is obvious, and the EfFedk 
unavoidable. The Jirjl have nothing but the 
End they aim at, in Contemplation, equally 
ignorant of the Means to compafs it, and 
when, or how, they may be ufed fuccefsfully. 
The laft are aware of the Difficulties in their 
Way, the Steps to be taken, and how far 
they may proceed with juft Hope, or Proba- 
bility of Succefs. Hence it comes, that wh§n 
Men have done a great deal, thefe naturally 
wonder they have not done more ; whilft others, 
who can better difcern the Lets and Rubs that 
Ire in the Way of all public Proceedings, 
wonder, on thq other' Hand, they cbuld^ d9 
fo much, and carry their Defigns fo fmootHy 
into Execution. 

Should 
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Should yoa alk me, Friend^ what were 
llie Defigns of thofe who, you own, have 
defended our Kights in dangerous Conjunct 
tures, and what were the principal Points 
they had in View, when th*y abandbHed 
dibir ^r/W/^, &r the puUie Iritereft, I can ib 
fte if^er, alb to tell ^oii what it was every 
rek(bnable Perfon expeded . frooi them ; and 
when I have fo done, will leave it to any 
one to judge (as Time (hall difclofe it) how 
far thefe Expefltatibns hdvd been inifwfefed, 
arid wtiat more coiild bb readably defired. 

For Method's Sake, and to enable you t^ 
range your Ideas in fome Order, (in which, 
by the Way^ you arfe fextoferfidy delcdiVe) 
I (hall diftlngukh the jfir)?/ from the frcondaf^ 
Points to be obtaiited^ di^ ^riricipal Dangeft 
we had to 'fear froiii the lefler Evils *re z^ 
pi^ended, in . order to form the clcare* 
Nbtion of the Condition we 6re left id> 
when it (hall be better kn6wn what Terms 
have been made, for us^ and what Dangers 
bdve been removed. 

The firft Danga: to be encountered^ and 
of which fo much has been feid and written^ 

A 3 that 
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that I need fay nothing of it here, was 
previous Confent. For two Seffions it hung 
over us, and we dreaded the Approach of 
it again. 

The fecond, by neceflary Connexion, was 
that of continuing the (ame Perfons in the 
Government, who had laboured to eflablifh 
it, and make it a necefTary Part of the 
Conftitution. , . 

The loft of thefe Evils is certainly re- 
moved; and the other is dropped, in the 
Speech from the Throne^ never (as we are 
told) to be refumed again. 

So far our . Friends have taken Care of us.' 
And next, in Order, comes . Redreis of 
Grievances J which confifted ih an Attempt to 
alter $be Conftitution^ which, though it did not 
fucceed, was attended with many Mifchiefs, 
And next, in dijplacing the Gentlemen who 
oppofed it. In the laft Point again we are 
redrejfed^ and, «s to the other, I am very 
clear in aflcrting that it is impoflible to be 
redrejfed in the true Senfe of the Word ; or 
that we have Amends made us for the Ca- 
lamities, publicfc and private, which were 

wrought 
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wrought US by the Endeavours of Men^ who 
introduced and abetted that Scheme; and I 
wilh, with you, a Cenfure might be pafled 
on all who deferve it on that Accoulit, that 
it may remain, as you fay, a Terror to evil 
Doers \ but when, or how, it is to be don6, 
i am as little able as you are to advife, any 
^rther than as I think it has been done 
alrpady, by reverfing every Thing our late 
Governor did, in order to accomplifli his 
Defigns. Silent Cenfure is always the fe- 
vereft; and (though People of your Sort and 
Education can exprefs their Refentments no 

other Way than by Noife and foul-mouthed 
Railing) finks deeper than any other in the 
Minds of thofe who can diftinguifti between 
angry Reproach and calm, and (therefore ge- 
nerally) juft Indignation. 

- And this I addrefs to all, in general, into 
whofe Hands this Paper may fall, that they 
may refledt, if they pleafe, on the Advan- 
tages ariling to their Country from the late 
Oppofuion ; and confider. with themfelves, 
whether, a Year ago, they had not been 
glad to have fecured fo much; and to have 
been relieved from the Dread of having Power 

exerted in the fame Channel againft them ; 
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M^jch th^y fwnd, by Ei^rjicpfice, it wa^ 
fiafd to refift, and wjiich, by a)ntijiiiing iff 
the f^me Hands^ or in Pfrfaiff of t})e Kk? 
PiipofifjoRS, mighf, ope Time oy ptfj^f, Jiay« 
oy? rppwcTed tljpir .Defin^frSs 

To yourf^lf, in particular, J Wipu}d ^viUing* 
ly givQ an ABfivcf, were it pQlfible tp coHe<3i 
ffpm ypur disjoipted Periods, arjy uniforiri 
Defign, or confiftpnt Expeftatign, which yoq, 
x)r your Knot pf 4£^mfe^^ niay entertain 5 b»t 
as th^t, I thinly, p^iTes human 3kiU, I muft 
guefs your Meaning, as it appears obfcui'ely 
in furious Starts of idle CJamouri and un» 
tempered Zeal, 

Zeal for what! It is iiot for Government 
on any Plan whatever. It is not for Peaces 
for that you renounce till the Enemy be 
utterly deftroyed, Jlriken to th Earthy thnce 
never $0 rife again. Were you lefs a Man at 
Arms\ and had any Sort of Wit to take 
Place in your Anger, you would content 
yourfelf, and think you had done abundantly 
enough, when you had not only fut by your 
Adverfary^ Thruft^ but put him alfo to 
Flight; enough for Honour, and fufficient for 
Safety. The weakeft Enemy may be dan- 
gerous 
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gerous wHien 4mm to De^ak;. ai^d to pjc^ 
(Ue hm to a jSre?^ /^^/k/ may toftiffy Comjaget 
bq( b no Symptopti of Senfe. You pay r4>- 
ni^mber, fctf I fee you jwve beea in.ihe 
J^cjip of 4 Ffnei^HmafifTf ^ Frenabma^t ^fe> 
<au^t ihe fmaU Sword in Taylor' s-Hallf and 
gave LeffooB of Pnjdcfw*, as wcU ds Science^ 
to his Scholars. Here you ihall attack, and 
h^re t>e on Guard ^ & far advance^ ^nd dien 
ftand £irn^ > with all the V^iety to he known 
of defenfiye and ofienHve Knowlec^* A 
Oeotlemdn, one of the nicA finiflied in the 
School, wanted, he concei/red, to learn but 
one Thing mor^ to render hina aWMutc in 
the Art of War, which was, how to ad- 
vance on a flying Enemy? *• Ad^ranceJ" faid 
the Frencbmanj " For what? by gar let hin> 
♦* gQ." If ever you leam't, y<?u have now 
forgot the Ruh\ and when the Enemy hag 
b^en parried, wounded, and forced on a 
Retreat, you would, in your Foo]-hardineis, 
make him rally again, and, like an infinite 
Number of Generals on Record, perhaps lofe 
the honour of the Day you had won. 

But you talk much of Precedents^ Prece* 
dents for AddreJfeSj and Precedents for Op^ 
preJ/ioHj which will naturally grow (as you 

apprehend) 
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apprehend) from fome ConceflTons have been 
made ; and indeed the Sum total bf all your 
Fears are comprehended in that fingle Ar- 
tide. Neither you, or any one elfe, can 
complain of any other. Point unprovided for, 
or any other Danger likely to enfue from the 
fiippofed Agreement has been made. 

Now, if thcfe CoHceffwns be Precedents, 
they are very iraperfed ones, and may more 
probably, (hould they be pleaded as fuch, 
be rejefted another Day, than was the Prece- 
dent you rtiention of 51 pleaded j4nHo 5^\ 
they are left like Precedents than that was, 
-though that was but a Shadow of one. A 
juft 'Precedent is fomething done with mutual 
Approbation, or, at leaft, is an Adt of Au- 
thority on one Side, and acquiefced in by 
the other. But it is manifeft we have not 
iicquiefced under the Opprefllons were laid on 
us, nor did we acquie/ce at the Time, but 
made a laudable Outcry enough, and made 
It be heard far and near; and will, doubt- 
lefs, on a like Occafion, be as ready to lift 
up our Voice again; though I muft fay, that 
all Appearances concur to make us hope the 
Occafion is far off. As to the other Prece- 
dent of fending pver the Addrefs before-hand 

for 
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for Approbation (as you afleft was done) I 
can fay nothing but this, that whether it 
was fb or not is f Matter of perfedt Indif- 
ference, and, fhould it always be done, can 
have no other ill ElfFeft, than laviftii'ng fome 
Money on (pecial Meflengers; for it is not 
how, or where, the Thing was cooked (to 
ufe your own Phrafe) that Men conlider fb 
much, as how they Kfce what is ferved up. 
Had the famous Clo cooked it, (though they 
fay his Hand is out) yet if the Commons 
did not relifh it, the Labour were loft, 
and the Difli would be thrown out of Doors. 

But apropos, of Precedents, I will tell you 
a worfe than any you have named; that of 
Ingratitude to our Defenders, not to fay out 
Protestors. In what a Plight had we been, 
had the Perfons you clamour at hid their 
Heads in the Day of Danger, and (heltered 
them from the Pefiilencc that walked at 
Noon-Day. Had they not , interpofed, like 
friendly Clouds between the Sun and us, to 
(hield us from the Beams we could not bear, 
we had been burnt up ere now; and, inftead 
of Thanks, fhall we repay them with Re- 
proaches, and forget every A61 of Kindneft 

they have done us, becaufe there is fome- 

thing 



thing we ftUl defire they fliould hav« done? 
This^ is like the Felloiv was fUhed out of 
the Liffiy hy a Gentleman, who ventured his 
Life to £ive him, and^ nriffii^ his Hat> de^ 
fired his generous Friend would go in again 
to recover it, ^d d— ^ him for refufing. 

How Ihould we expedk, on any future 
ConjuniSlure of Power and Mifrule^ when the 
People are opprefledj and can do nothing for 
themfelves, that Men of Fortune^ and Pre- 
tcnfions to the higheft. Favours their King 
can beftow, Ihould endanger both to relieve 
us from Diftrefs, if we not only with-hold 
all the AclfnQwledgments we can give in 
Return for ^heir Services, but revile them 
worfe than we ever did our Oppre0brs ? 
Then (to uie- your ill applied Langusige) wc 
fliali cjy, and Acre will be none tp . hplp. 
They will fliake their Heads, and laugh us 
tp Scorn* Reproach, when^ we look for.Ap^ 
probation, is, of all Things^ the raoft likely 
to alienate Men's AfFedions, and, no doubt, 
would havjC' that Eflfedl, did it come from 
any Man, or confiderable Body of them, 
who hav5 a Right to jiidgp or to advife ; but 
forgive me, if I think you are not in that 
Predicament, nor' does it appear from any 

Thing 
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Umig you bftve feid of yourfelf. Suppofe 
(as you tell us) you have been employed, 
fer tbfee Years, ia drinking Healths on 
every joyful Occafion, and in making ui> 
godly Ballads ♦; does that entide you to 
give Law to thofe now^ whofe Ipirited Adts 
were then the Subjed of your Song^ and 
their Healtfi and Profperity the Gbje€t of 
'your Wishes? You adtoired them greatly^ 
When Aey were expofing their Lives for 
you, to- Ptarife by Land^ and Perils hy Sea^ 
and, perhaps^ (but I hope otherwtfe) to 
Perils^ among falfe Brethren; hut now that 
you h^ve felled in fome fevowrite Expedbation^ 
fecretly fctded among youp EuPopan Friendsi 
they have done, it &ems, no^ Service at all 
either to yoa or the Publick. 

By. theift Means it has becn^ with the 
Favour of Erovidfince, that the prindpal 
Dangers^ which alarmed us ar^ no- more: 
^ur Cdnftitution remains unhurt^ and the 
lde»s of. it are, laid afide. The Mertora 
o£ Right and Liberty are teftpred to the 
Rank they held^ and we ace no longer de*^ 

prived of their ujefidt AMaitofi^ widt: our 

Prince, 

4 ♦See Letter, f, i, 
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Prince, and thofe in Authority under him; 

fo that Dilcontents nmft arife from private 

Caufes, whatever Difguife, or Pretence to 

publick Zeal is put on. 

As I am not a Mailer of the fame Diale£t 
you ufe, I cannot reply to you in the Stile 
would fuit you; but muft tell you, the af- 
fected Phrafe of your perfohated Charadter is 
always to be fufpedted, and always difcovers 
a Diffidence in the Writer, that what he 
offers to the Publick would not merit their 
Obfervation without a Singularity of Drefe, 
which is oftener the EfFedl of Foppery than 
good Senfe; and though the Manners of that • 
People may claim an Indulgence when they 
are only familiar, yet they are the more un- 
pardonable, when, under that Allowance, 
they degenerate to Sawcinefe and Scurrility. 
If I could fuppofe (as I do not, on obferving 
the Complexion of Things) that you would 
again produce your ftrong Reafons^ I defu-e 
you will write like other People, if you 
hope to be replied to; and that you do not 
difgrace any particular Tribe^ by affuming 
their Air and Appearance. 



And 
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And laftly, as a Friend, I recommend one 
Confideration, that Zeal without Knowledge, 
and without Bounds, hurts the Owner, and 
no one elfe; and that over-zealous Party-men 
may be compared to Fire-fhips, which, thoi^ 
they but fometimes bum the Enemy, never 
^1 to confiime tbemlelres. 
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